nation; that is our peculiar boast, as it is our best safeguard. Surely, then, our children should be taught to be at home in the water.
That of itself might be regarded as being reason enough for adding swimming to the universal curriculum of study; but if it be urged that, after all, comparatively few of our sons become sailors, we must bring forward other pleas. For And the best way to make them cultivate this virtue is to teach it to them in their youth by means of compulsory cleanliness in their school days. The children would be willing, and in after-days might be grateful.
And the increase of cleanliness on the part of the children of the humbler classes would not be without benefit to the community at large.
